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Dear Friends,

Spring is upon us, and it is great to see families at play!  
We are blessed that families experiencing homelessness 
can do this together at Ozanam Family Shelter, because 
of the support from friends like you.  Thanks to your 

generous gifts, we 
recently installed 
much needed security 
upgrades at the 
shelter, including a 
24/7 locked door 
system.  Thank you for 
keeping our residents 
and staff safe.  

As I embark on my third year leading Ozanam, I am 
reminded every day of the impact we make in the 
community and for our residents.  In 2021, we provided 
emergency shelter for more than 500 clients and assisted 
175 families.  “I just got a three-bedroom house for my 
children and me.  Thank you so much for helping me!”  
This was shared by a recent client and reminds us of the 
continuous need for the services Ozanam provides and 
success that every client has the potential to achieve. 

I would like to take this opportunity to wholeheartedly 
thank the wonderful, talented, and hardworking 
Ozanam employees who help make it possible for our 
clients experiencing homelessness to secure long-term 
housing.  

Thank you for your continued support, prayers, and 
well wishes.  I am looking forward to another year of 
continued growth for Ozanam in partnership with all of 
you!

Easter Blessings,

JoAnna Beck, Executive Director

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR

We invite you to support 
Ozanam Family Shelter at

JoAnna Beck and her husband, Matt, 
enjoy a night out at Mardi Gras Madness.

Sunday, May 22, 2022 
1:00 pm

Bally’s Evansville 
Evansville Riverfront

Corporate sponsors, donors and individual 
walkers are needed to help us reach our 
goal. Help Ozanam raise $25,000 + and your 
donation can go even further with a matching 
gift opportunity. 

Return your sponsorship in the enclosed 
envelope. Please note “Walking for Dreams”.

For more information 
Contact Ozanam Family Shelter 

812-422-2214
www.walkingfordreams.org



Funding for Ozanam Family Shelter is provided, in 
part, by Environmental, Social and Governance 
(ESG) Funds, through the City of Evansville’s 
Department of Metropolitan Development and the 
Indiana Housing and Community Development 

Authority.
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OUR MISSION
The Ozanam Family Shelter provides a safe emergency space for 
families to stay together while offering services and resources to 

help secure long-term housing solutions.

WHO WE ARE
Ozanam is a unique emergency shelter in Evansville that houses 

families and single women. We can service up to 18 families and 
4 single women under one roof. We provide safe, quality space, 
prepared meals, laundry facilities, and support services. We rely 
on financial and volunteer support from our local community to 
maintain the ability to keep families together while they work to 

rebuild their resources and explore housing options.

WE PROVIDE
24-hour Shelter

Case Management
3 Balanced Meals Daily

2 Snacks Daily
Personal Hygiene Items

Laundry Facilities
Social Service Resources

Employment Referrals
Permanent Housing Plans

Financial Counseling
Bus Tokens
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS, VOLUNTEERS, 
SUPPORTERS, AND STAFF WHO ENABLE US TO 

SERVE THE COMMUNITY.

In 2021
we housed OVER

500 individuals
and

175 families

We also served over
15,000 meals

How Did You Help Us?

Giving people a safe place to live 
during a time of homelessness. 

We are excited to announce Ozanam recently updated 
the security system.  We can now have our doors stay 
locked 24 hours a day with our new doorbell and phone 

system.  We still welcome your 
visit to Ozanam to drop off 
donations and volunteer.  Please 
just ring the bell and one of 
our wonderful team members 
will let you in and assist you.  

Ladies of Charity representative, Connie Gries, presents a check for the purchase 
of the new commercial refrigerator to JoAnna Beck, Executive Director.

Joyce Smith, Ozanam’s AARP 
receptionist, let’s Shelter 
Manager, Asia Higgins, in 
through the new security and 
phone system.

Thank you to the Ladies of 
Charity for their generous 
donation of a reach-in cooler 
for our kitchen.  The outdated 
unit quit working last summer 
and the Ladies of Charity came 
to the rescue - we are extremely 
grateful for their generosity.  
Ozanam serves three meals and 
two snacks daily to all residents. 
The new cooler is such a blessing 
to have in our kitchen! 

SHELTER IMPROVEMENTS MAKE A HOUSE A HOME
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Ozanam Family Shelter was excited to host its annual dinner and auction 
fundraiser, Mardi Gras Madness, on February 26, 2022. 

Presented by Express Powder Coating and Old National Bank, the event 
raised more than $89,000 to support Ozanam’s mission. 

Nearly 300 guests attended the event which included a silent auction, 
live auction, half pot drawing, dessert auction, mystery gift bags, heads 
& tails game and great music.  Special thanks go to all who attended and 
to our generous sponsors, donors and volunteers who contributed to the 
tremendous success of the fundraiser.  Plans for the 2023 event are already 
underway.  Watch for more details!

Mardi Gras Madness 
IS A GREAT SUCCESS!

Well dressed guests at the 
2022 Mardi Gras Madness

Auction emcee, Greg Schultheis, 
and Board Member, Jenny Howard, share a smile.

Gold Beads – 
Presenting Sponsors

Silver Beads
The Diamond Galleria

Purple Beads
Acclaim Graphics, Inc.

Marsch Plumbing
Pettinga Financial Advisors

Site Trio
Tri-State Orthopaedics

Trivalance

Red Beads
Alstadt’s

Arab Pest Control
Berry Global

Field & Main Bank
Happe & Sons Construction

Lochmueller Group
MaddenCo

Neurosurgical Consultants
OnPointe Guiding Wealth -  Ameriprise

SIGMA Group
Wood Specialties by Fehrenbacher

Green Beads
Azzip Pizza

Business Communications Solutions
David Matthews Associates

Harding Shymanski & Company PSC
Lappe Heating & Air

Marx BBQ
The Hollander Group

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

Longtime friends Eileen Higdon 
and Terri Chamberlain are two volunteers 
ready to roll up their sleeves and make some meals!

Both ladies have recently begun volunteering their time to cook for the residents 
of Ozanam.  Eileen recently retired from DiLegge’s Restaurant and Smith Barney, 
and Terri has retired from the Evansville Vanderburgh School Corporation.   Both 
have raised their families in Evansville and are thankful for the opportunity to 
give back.

Eileen shared, “We really enjoyed cooking for the shelter. 
Everyone at Ozanam was so nice, kind, and appreciative.”
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Follow us to see how
your donations help.

Check Out Our Website: 
OzanamFamilyShelter.org

Family Shelter    

Thank You to these Skilled 
Ozanam Supporters!
Thanks to Haier GE Appliance Evansville R&D Center 
for donating 2 new much needed freezer units, and to 
their generous employers for their upcoming spring 
service days at the shelter.

We welcome our new volunteer, Ed Lappe!  He has 
been making Food Bank pick-ups, recycling, and 
sharing his knowledge to help improve the efficiency 
of our HVAC systems.

Thanks, Jeff Happe, for preparing a conceptual 
design and cost estimate to provide a permanent fix 
to water issues in our 2nd floor restrooms. More to 
come on this much needed project.

Thank you to the many individuals and restaurants 

who help us feed 50-60 folks 3 meals each day with 
minimal staff!

We could use your skills too!  Please contact us to see 
where you can help.

Thank you to Paul’s Menswear for participating 
in the 5th Annual Franklin 
Street Gumbo Cook-off in 
support of Ozanam. We 
raised lots of money and 
had the best Gumbo on 
the street!  Here are some 
of the cooks and helpers:  
Audrey Niemeier, Hillary 
Eickhoff, Brian Eickhoff, 
and Randy Bauer.
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Letter from the Director:
Thank goodness for Spring!  Everyone in Southern Indiana is ready to shake off those cold, 
overcast days and get outside into some sunshine!  The bicycle chains are spinning, basket 
balls are bouncing and bubbles are filling the air already.  It is great to see families at play, 
and families experiencing homelessness can do this together at Ozanam Family Shelter 
because of the support from friends like YOU.  

Spring is a time for growth and renewal, and Ozanam is feeling it in force this year!  Donors 
have made it possible to replace worn out appliances, have kept us supplied with warm 
bedding over the winter and have stepped up to make sure our babies have a safe place to 
sleep with donated  Pack N’ Plays!  Ozanam operates on a modest budget and every bit of 

support is needed and appreciated.

I would also like to take this opportunity to extend a heartfelt thank you to our super employees and volunteers who 
make the services we provide feasible.  They help people in the worst possible circumstances know that the future 
can be better.  It is an absolute privilege to work alongside some of the most passionate, caring and dedicated 
people who provide the sun, soil and water to help people grow.

Looking forward to a year of continued growth and collaboration with you!

Executive Director 

Danette Romines, BSW MPA

Danette Romines

Your support is greatly appreciated!
Please send your donation to

1100 Read Street Evansville IN 47710  
(or use the enclosed envelope). 
You can also donate on-line at 

OzanamFamilyShelter.org/donate.
THANK YOU!!

How can you help?
We love our work here at the shelter and are so thankful 
to our many partners, volunteers and friends.  We are 
always looking for volunteers so let us know if you want 
to help.  We also could especially use donations of 
towels, sheets, pillows, sunscreen, shampoo and laundry 
products. Call us for more details.  THANK YOU!

Your donations are always appreciated!

Did you know?
We have 17 Family Rooms and 9 Single Women beds at Ozanam and we often operate at full 

capacity. In 2018, we provided 21,287 safe nights of shelter for over 500 moms, dads and children.
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Ozanam Family Shelter
1100 Read Street

Evansville, IN  47710

Check out our website
ozanamfamilyshelter.org
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Paper towels
Toilet paper
Canned fruit/Canned Vegetables (no beans)
Laundry detergent
Deodorant
Shampoo and conditioner
Bodywash and bar soap
Towels and washcloths (new or gently used)
Pillows
Twin and Full size sheets and blankets 
(new or gently used)
Pinesol/Fabuloso or mopping solution

OZANAM is in constant need of:

LOOKING FOR A WAY TO HELP?
Visit our Amazon wishlist!

https://bit.ly/ozanamwishlist

Items can be dropped at the Shelter, 
or call to arrange for pick up!
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